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Prelude Goltermann’s Concerto, No. 4 Cello: Kaia Holder 
 
Introduction 

 

Celebrant: Welcome to Grace Episcopal Church in Muskogee to our viewers online and to those 
attending in-person worship with us today. We are delighted to welcome our new     
diocesan bishop, The Right Reverend Poulson Reed as our preacher and celebrant     
today. Bishop Poulson represents our connection to something much greater than a 
local parish in a small town. We join with our sisters and brothers throughout this      
diocese and the world in carrying out the  ministry of Christ’s one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic church.   

 

 Welcome Bishop Poulson and thank you for joining with us today. 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

Processional Hymn: #208 The strife is o’er, the battle done (Vs 1,2,3) Please stand and Sing 
 Words: Francis Pott; Music: William Henry Monk 
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Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis   Please Stand and Sing 
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Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. Grant, Almighty God, that we, who have been redeemed from the old life 
of sin by our baptism into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, may be 
renewed in your Holy Spirit, and live in righteousness and true holiness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

 
First Lesson: Acts 4:32-35 Please be seated. 
 

Reader: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of 
what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any 
had need. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 133 
 

Reader:    Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
People:   when brethren live together in unity! 
 

Reader:    It is like fine oil upon the head * 
People:   that runs down upon the beard, 
 

Reader:    Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
People:   and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
 

Reader:    It is like the dew of Hermon * 
People:   that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
 

Reader:    For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 
People:   life for evermore. 
 

Second Lesson: 1 John 1:1-2:2  
 

Reader: A reading from the first Letter of John. 
 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning 
the word of life—this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and          
declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—we  
declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship 
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We 
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 
in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we 
are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as 
he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 



 

5 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Hymn: #204 Now the green blade riseth Please stand as you are able. 
 Words: John Macleod Campbell Crum; Music: Marcel Dupré 

Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31  Please remain standing as you are able. 
 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained." 
 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when  
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to 
them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.         
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace 
be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, 
"My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 



 

6 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Sermon The Rt. Rev. Poulson Reed 
 
Reflection Music Holy, Holy, Holy Cello: Kaia Holder 
 
Presentation of Candidates 

 

Bishop: The Candidates will now be presented. 
Presenters:  I present Cathey Bentley for Confirmation. 
 

Bishop: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
Candidates: I do. 
 

Bishop: Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Candidates: I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

 
After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying: 
 

Bishop: Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in their 
life in Christ? 

People: We will. 
 

Bishop: Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own 
baptismal covenant. 

 
Baptismal Covenant 

 

Bishop: Do you believe in God the Father?  
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Bishop: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He         
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  

 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 

 Bishop: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
 

 Bishop: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and 
in the prayers?  

People: I will, with God’s help. 
 

 Bishop: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to 
the Lord?  

People: I will, with God’s help.  
 

Bishop: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  
 

Bishop: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?  
People: I will, with God’s help.  
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Bishop: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being?  

People: I will, with God’s help. 
 

Prayers for the Candidates 
 

Celebrant: Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 
 
A Person appointed leads the following petitions: 
 

Bishop: Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.  
People: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Bishop: Open their hearts to your grace and truth.  
People: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Bishop: Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  
People: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Bishop: Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  
People: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Bishop: Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.  
People: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Bishop: Send them into the world in witness to your love.  
People: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Bishop: Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.  
People: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 
A period of silence follows. 

 
Bishop: Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of 
your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in this your servant the  
covenant you made with her at her Baptism. Send her forth in the power of that Spirit 
to perform the service you set before her; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
For Confirmation 

 
The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says: 
 

Bishop: Strengthen, O Lord, your servant  Cathy. with your Holy Spirit; empower her for your 
 service; and sustain her all the days of her life. Amen. 

 
The Bishop concludes with this prayer: 
 

Bishop:  Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; 
let your Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and        
obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the 
life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Peace Please stand as you are able. 

 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 
Greet one another in the name of Christ. 
 

Announcements, Birthdays & Anniversary Blessings Please be seated. 
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Welcome to our guests today. If you are new to Grace for the first time or even if you have been here 
once or twice before, please fill out a visitor card and put it in the plate. We promise not to harass you, but 
we would like to include you on our weekly email broadcasts and other event notifications. Thank you for 
the blessing of your presence today.  

 

Celebrant: Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the 
Lord. 

 
Offertory   

 
During this time we make an offering to the church to help maintain its mission in creation. It is also a 
time in which we fully offer ourselves to be Christ in the world around us. 
 

Offertory Anthem In Christ Alone  Choir 
 
Doxology  Please stand as you are able. 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

Sursum Corda 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
 Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, 
made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth.  

 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
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Sanctus: #S-125 

  Please sit or kneel as you are able. 

 
Celebrant: 

†  
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 

we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms 
upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 
whole world. 

 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words  concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to 
be consecrated. 
 

Celebrant: On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the              
remembrance of me.”

 † † †
 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had     

given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

† † † 
 Therefore we proclaim 

the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant & People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal    
kingdom. 

 

 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever 
AMEN. 

 



 

10 

Lord’s Prayer  
 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Solo:  Lord’s Prayer  Lora Sellars 
 
Breaking of the Bread The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

 
Fraction Anthem: #S-154 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
 At Grace Episcopal Church, “All baptized Christians from any church are welcome to receive Holy     
Communion.” 
 

Communion Music: Come As You Are   
  Written By Matt Maher, David Crowder, Benjamin Glover  
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant & People:  
 

 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living      
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with        
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 

Celebrant: May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the        
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

 

 May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, 
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 

 

 May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in 
the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

 

 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn: #180 He is risen Please stand and Sing 
 Words: Cecil Francis Alexander, Music: Joachim Neander 

Postlude Handel’s La Rejouissance Cello: Kaia Holder 
 
Dismissal 

 
Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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218 N. 6th Street Muskogee, OK 74401 
Phone/Fax: (918) 687-5416 
Email: Office@GraceMuskogee.org;  
Website: www.GraceMuskogee.org   
Ministers: All the People of God (BCP p. 855) 
Rector: The Rev. Bob Wickizer 
Rector’s Email: bob@gracemuskogee.org 
Deacon: The Rev. Thomas A. Harrington 
Music Director:  Ken Yadon 
 

May 2,9,16,23,30 Sundays 8:30am & 10:30am 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE   April 11, 2021 
 
Celebrant: The Rt. Rev. Poulson Reed 
1st Reader: Van Odom 
2nd Reader: Pat Wilcox 
Bread/Intercessor: Tom Harrington 
Head Usher: Pete Schrader 
1st Cross/Server: BJ Charbonneau 
2nd Cross Pat Wilcox 


