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Introduction: 
 

Celebrant: Welcome to the fourth Sunday of Easter at Grace Episcopal Church in Muskogee. Welcome to 
those of you with us in person today and to all of you online. We are all one body in Christ 
even though we may be far away from each other. Today, we especially welcome our new 
Canon to the Ordinary, Fr. Eric Cooter. For those of you who don’t know, a canon in the church 
has nothing to do with the cannons the military shoots.  Canon Eric is the Bishop’s right-hand 
person, and he will preach and celebrate the Eucharist with us today. Canon Eric, we are glad 
you are here with us today. Welcome to Grace. 

 

Liturgy of the Word 
 
Processional Hymn: Come People of the Risen King Please stand and sing as you are able. 

 Words/Music: Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend 

Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
People: Christ is Risen indeed. Alleluia!  

 
Collect for Purity 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Verse 1  
Come, people of the Risen King 
Who delight to bring Him praise 
Come all and tune your hearts to sing 
To the Morning Star of grace 
From the shifting shadows of the earth 
We will lift our eyes to Him 
Where steady arms of mercy reach 
To gather children in 
 

Chorus 
Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ,   
rejoice! 
 

Verse 2 
Come, those whose joy is morning sun 
And those weeping through the night 
Come, those who tell of battles won 
And those struggling in the fight 
For His perfect love will never change 
And His mercies never cease 
But follow us through all our days 
With the certain hope of peace 

 
Chorus 

Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ,   
rejoice! 
 

Verse 3 
Come, young and old from every land 
Men and women of the faith 
Come, those with full or empty hands 
Find the riches of His grace 
Over all the world, His people sing 
Shore to shore we hear them call 
The Truth that cries through every age: 
"Our God is all in all"! 
 

Chorus 
Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice! 
Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice! 
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Song of Praise:  Gloria (Glory to God) Please remain standing. 

 By Matt Maher & Tam Le 
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Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when 

we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; 
who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
First Lesson: Acts 4:5-12 Please be seated. 
 

Reader: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, 
John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the 
prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name did you do this?" 
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if we are 
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how 
this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this 
man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is `the stone that was rejected by you, 
the builders; it has become the cornerstone.' 
 

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among     
mortals by which we must be saved." 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 23 
 

Reader:    The Lord is my shepherd; * 
People:    I shall not be in want. 
 

Reader:     He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
People:  and leads me beside still waters. 
 

Reader:     He revives my soul * 
People:  and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
 

Reader:     Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 
People:  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

Reader:     You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
People:  you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 

Reader:     Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
People:  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 

Second Lesson: 1 John 3:16-24  

 

Reader: A reading from the first Letter of John. 
 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay down our lives for 
one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a 
brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will 
know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts 
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our 
hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever 
we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
 

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 
love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in 
him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has 
given us. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn: I Am not alone Remain seated 

 Words/Music: Kari Jobe, Marty Sampson, Mia Fieldes,  
 Ben Davis, Grant Pittman, Dustin Sauder and Austin Davis 

Gospel Reading: John 10:11-18  Please stand as you are able. 
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The 
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired 
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I 
know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And 
I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this 
reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 

 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Sermon The Rev. Canon Eric Cooter 
 
Nicene Creed All in unison; Please stand as you are able.   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father. Through him all things were made.  

 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit  he       
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is  
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With the   
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the       
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 

Verse 1 
When I walk through deep waters 
I know that You will be with me 
When I'm standing in the fire 
I will not be overcome 
Through the valley of the shadow 
I will not fear 

 
Chorus 

I am not alone 
I am not alone 
You will go before me 
You will never leave me 
 

 

Verse 2 
In the midst of deep sorrow 
I see Your light is breaking 
through 
The dark of night will not overtake 
me 
I am pressing into You 
Lord, You fight my every battle 
Oh, and I will not fear 
 

Chorus 
I am not alone 
I am not alone 
You will go before me 
You will never leave me 

Bridge 
You amaze me 
Redeem me 
You call me as Your own 
You amaze me 
Redeem me 
You call me as Your own 
 

Verse 3 
You're my strength 
You're my defender 
You're my refuge in the storm 
Through these trials 
You've always been faithful 
You bring healing to my soul 
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Prayers of the People  Please sit, kneel or stand. 
 

Reader: Bound together in Christ in the communion of the Holy Spirit, let us pray with one heart and 
mind to God our Father. 

 

Reader: For peace from things that separate us from one another and for our salvation. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Reader: For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy churches of God, especially...     
People: All Saints’, Duncan; Diocese of Kentucky; The Anglican Church of Kenya. 
 

Reader: For this holy gathering and for those who enter with faith, reverence, and fear of God.  
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Reader: For…  
People: Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Poulson, our Bishop; Bob & Tom, our clergy; Tim & Pat, 

our wardens; vestry, delegates, all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of 
God. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Reader: For the world and its leaders, our nation and its people. We pray for our leaders, especially… 
People: Joe, our President; Kamala, our Vice-president; Markwayne, our Congressman; James 

& Jim, our Senators; Kevin, our Governor; and Marlon, our Mayor. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Reader: For prisoners, the oppressed, all those in need or suffering, especially... 
People: Barbara & Family, Blackwell Family, Brad, Brewer Family, James & Shirley, Judy,   

Sherri, Bea, Eathen, Linda, John, Angie, Brian, Glen, Dante, Marilyn, Gary, Ann,  Connie, 
Jan, Cliff, Esther, Ann, Ronald, Michael, Sheila, J.J., Marlee, Carl, all those affected by 
the pandemic, all the front line workers involved with patient care, all first responders, 
postal workers, law enforcement, all fire and safety personnel, all United States Military 
serving at home and abroad, and those whose suffering is known only to God.  

 

Reader: We pray for those who have died, especially… 
People: Virgil Webb. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Reader: For ourselves, our families, and those we love. We pray for those in our parish, especially ... 
People: David, Diane, Don, Janie. 
 

Reader: Also those who are traveling, (especially…) 
People: Lord, have mercy.  
 

Reader: Remembering our most blessed Mary and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another 
to the living God through Christ.  

People: To you, O Lord.  
 

Reader: Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son:  Accept 
and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our    
sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution 

 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors. 
 
Silence is observed. 
 

Celebrant & People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly  repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your 
will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
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Peace Please stand as you are able. 
 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 
Greet one another in the name of Christ. 
 

Announcements, Birthdays & Anniversary Blessings Please be seated. 
 
Welcome to our guests today. If you are new to Grace for the first time or even if you have been here 
once or twice before, please fill out a visitor card and put it in the plate. We promise not to harass you, but 
we would like to include you on our weekly email broadcasts and other event notifications. Thank you for 
the blessing of your presence today.  
 

Celebrant: Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
 

Offertory   
 

During this time we make an offering to the church to help maintain it’s mission in creation. Its also a time 
in which we fully offer ourselves to be Christ in the World around us. 
 

Offertory Anthem: What A Beautiful Name  
 Words/Music: Ben Fielding and Brooke Ligertwood 

Verse 1 
You were the Word at the beginning 
One with God the Lord Most High 
Your hidden glory in creation 
Now revealed in You our Christ 

 
Chorus 1 

What a beautiful Name it is 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 

 
Verse 2 

You didn't want heaven without us 
So Jesus You brought heaven down 
My sin was great Your love was greater 
What could separate us now 

 
Chorus 2 

What a wonderful Name it is 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a wonderful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 

 

Bridge 1 
Death could not hold You 
The veil tore before You 
You silence the boast of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring 
The praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again 
 

 
Bridge 2 

You have no rival 
You have no equal 
Now and forever God You reign 
Yours is the kingdom 
Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name above all names 

 
Chorus 3 

What a powerful Name it is 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is 
Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
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Doxology   Please stand as you are able. 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

Sursum Corda 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the 
sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has 
won for us everlasting life. 

 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the      
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus: 



 

9 

Celebrant: †  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile 
us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered 
himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to 
be consecrated. 
 

Celebrant: On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” † † † After supper 
he took the cup of wine; and when he had  given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” † † †   
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant & People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanks-
giving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them 
by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and   forever AMEN. 

 
Lord’s Prayer  
 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant & People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

 
Fraction Anthem 
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Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

At Grace Episcopal Church, “All baptized Christians from any church are welcome to receive Holy     
Communion.” 
 

Communion Hymn: O Come to the Altar  
  Words/Music: Steven Furtick, Chris Brown, Wade Joye and Mack Brock 

We Go Out To Do Our Work 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant & People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with   
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Easter Blessing 

 

Celebrant: May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of 
his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 
 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make 
you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 
 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the       
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

Verse 1 
Are you hurting and broken within 
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin 
Jesus is calling 
Have you come to the end of yourself 
Do you thirst for a drink from the well 
Jesus is calling 

 
Chorus 

O come to the altar 
The Father's arms are open wide 
Forgiveness was bought with 
The precious blood of Jesus Christ 

 
Verse 2 

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes 
Come today there's no reason to wait 
Jesus is calling 
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 
From the ashes a new life is born 
Jesus is calling 

 

Bridge 
Oh what a Savior 
Isn't he wonderful 
Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before him 
For he is Lord of all 
Sing alleluia Christ is risen 

 
Chorus 

O come to the altar 
The Father's arms are open wide 
Forgiveness was bought with 
The precious blood of Jesus Christ 

 
Verse 3 

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown 
Tell the world of the treasure you've found 
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Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Recessional Hymn:  King of Love  Please stand and sing as you are able. 

 Words/Music: Henry Williams Baker, Jonathan Smith, 
 Stuart Garrard, Matthew Hein, Adam Palmer and Stephanie Kulla 

Verse 1 
The King of Love my Shepherd is 
Whose goodness faileth never 
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever 
And He is mine forever 

 
Verse 2 

Where streams of living water flow 
My ransomed soul He leadeth 
And where the verdant pastures grow 
With food celestial feedeth 

 
Chorus 

Never failing, Ruler of my heart 
Everlasting, Lover of my soul 
On the mountain high or in the valley low 
The King of Love my Shepherd is 
The King of Love my Shepherd is 

 
Verse 3 

Lost and foolish, off I strayed 
But yet in love, He sought me 
And on His shoulder, gently laid 
And home rejoicing brought me 
 

Verse 4 
In death's dark veil I fear no ill 
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me 
Thy rod and staff, my comfort still 
Thy cross before to guide me 

 

Chorus 
Never failing, Ruler of my heart 
Everlasting, Lover of my soul 
On the mountain high or in the valley low 
The King of Love my Shepherd is 
The King of Love my Shepherd is 

 
Bridge 

Oh, oh, oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
Oh, oh, oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah 

 
Chorus 

Never failing, Ruler of my heart 
Everlasting, Lover of my soul 
On the mountain high or in the valley low 
The King of Love my Shepherd is 
The King of Love my Shepherd is 

 
Verse 5 

And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise 
Within Your house forever 
Within Your house forever 
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218 N. 6th Street Muskogee, OK 74401 
Phone/Fax: (918) 687-5416 
Email: Office@GraceMuskogee.org;  
Website: www.GraceMuskogee.org   
Ministers: All the People of God (BCP p. 855) 
Rector: The Rev. Bob Wickizer 
Rector’s Email: bob@gracemuskogee.org 
Deacon: The Rev. Thomas A. Harrington 
Music Director:  Ken Yadon 
 

May 2,9,16,23,30 Sundays 8:30am & 10:30am 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE   April 25, 2021 
 
Celebrant: The Rev. Canon Eric Cooter 
1st Reader: Peggy Jones 
2nd Reader: Mimi Louis 
Bread/Intercessor Tom Harrington 
Head Usher: John Englebrecht 
1st Cross/Server: BJ Charbonneau 
2nd Cross Mimi Louis 


