THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF

MARCH 19, 2023




We Gather

The ministers enter in silence.

Processional Hymn: #7 Christ whose glory fills the skies  Please stand & sing as you are able.

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People: His mercy endures for ever. Amen.
Decalogue Please kneel, sit, or stand.

Celebrant: Hear the commandments of God to his people: | am the Lord your God who brought
you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me.

People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant: You shall not make for yourself any idol.

People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant: You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.

People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant: Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.

People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant: Honor your father and your mother.

People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant: You shall not commit murder.

People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant: You shall not commit adultery.

People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant: You shall not steal.

People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant: You shall not be a false witness.

People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant: You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.

People: Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8,9

Confession and Absolution Please continue to kneel, sit, or stand.
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors.

Silence is observed.

Celebrant & People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your Name. Amen.



Celebrant:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

Kyrie: #S-85 Please stand & sing as you are able.
Cantor or Choir All
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Collect of the Day

Celebrant:
People:

Celebrant:

First Lesson
Reader:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heav-
en to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that
he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

We Hear God’s Word

: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
A reading from the First Book of Samuel.

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse
the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said,
“‘How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with
you, and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and |
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom | name to
you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of
the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said,
“Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with
me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sac-
rifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now
before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on
the height of his stature, because | have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”
Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither
has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said,
“‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel

Please be seated.



Reader:
People:

Psalm 23

Reader:
People:

Reader:
People:

Reader:
People:

Reader:
People:

Reader:
People:

Reader:
People:

said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,
but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we
will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy,
and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for
this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of
his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Read responsively by half verse.

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

He revives my soul
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Second Lesson: Ephesians 5:8-14

Reader: A reading from the letter to the Ephesians.
Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—
for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what
is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is
light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on
you.”
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn: #490 | want to walk as a child of the light Please stand & sing as you are able.
(v. 1-2 before, v. 3 after Gospel)
Gospel: John 9:1-41 Please remain standing.

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People:

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might
be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming when no one can work. As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the
world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see.
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The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this
not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept
asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then |
went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I
do not know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees
also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on
my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not
from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who
is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind
man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a
prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered,
“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will
speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would
be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know
whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” They
said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them,
‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again?
Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but
as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is
an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my
eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who
worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you
trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may
believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you
is he.” He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “| came into this
world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may
become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we
are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin.
But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon: Tim Holder Please be seated.



We Pray

Nicene Creed Please stand as you are able.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People Form IV—BCP pg. 388 Please kneel, sit, or stand.

Reader:  Let us pray for the Church and for the world, especially...

People: St. David’s, Oklahoma City; Diocese of Alabama; Diocese of Atlanta; The
Anglican Communion in Japan.

Reader:  Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world, especially...

People: Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Poulson, our Bishop; Chris & Tom, our clergy;
Alex & Audrey, our wardens; vestry, delegates, all who minister in Christ, and for
all the holy people of God.

Silence.

Reader:  Lord, in your mercy

People: Hear our prayer.

Reader:  Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace;
especially our leaders...

People: Joe, our President; Kamala, our Vice-president; Josh, our Congressman; James
& Markwayne, our Senators; Kevin, our Governor; and Marlon, our Mayor.

Reader: That we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence.

Reader:  Lord, in your mercy

People: Hear our prayer.

Reader: Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence.
Reader: Lord, in your mercy
People: Hear our prayer.



Reader:  Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, especially...
People: Martha, Mac, Mary, Terry, Jane, Chandler, Ronda, and John.

Reader:  And grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Silence.

Reader:  Lord, in your mercy
People: Hear our prayer.

Reader:  Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; especially...

People: Holly & family, Johnson family, Ronnie, Julio, Niko, Mike, Steve, John, Nancy,
Betty, Crystal, Melanie, Geneva, Fred, Glenn, Brittany, Rose, those impacted by
war—especially in Ukraine, all emergency responders, United States Military,
and those whose suffering is known only to God.

Reader:  Give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence.

Reader.  Lord, in your mercy
People: Hear our prayer.

Reader: We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled;
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence.

Reader: Lord, in your mercy
People: Hear our prayer.

Reader: Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son:
Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we
deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Peace Please stand as you are able.
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Greet one another in the name of Christ.

Announcements, Birthdays & Anniversary Blessings Please be seated.

Welcome to our guests today. If you are new to Grace for the first time or even if you have been here
once or twice before, please fill out a visitor card and put it in the plate. We promise not to harass you, but
we would like to include you on our weekly email broadcasts and other event notifications. Thank you for
the blessing of your presence today.

Offertory
Celebrant: But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are
pleasing to God. Hebrews 13:14, 15
Offertory Anthem: The Prayer with Lead Us Lord Please remain seated.
Doxology: #380 v. 3 Please stand & sing as you are able.



We Share the Meal

Eucharistic Prayer B

Sursum Corda: #S-120 Please remain standing.
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It is right  to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds.

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not
sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for
ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your

Name:
Sanctus: EOM2 #133 Please sit or kneel after the Sanctus.
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Celebrant: ¥ We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” + 1

Celebrant: After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for
the remembrance of me.” + t 1

Therefore according to his command, O Father:

Celebrant & People: We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his

coming in glory;

Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to
send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of
time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of
the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.



Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant & People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God (Songs for Worship No. 3) John Michael Talbot
Slowly
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Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

At Grace Episcopal Church, all baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell
the usher if you need communion brought to you at your seat. IF you wish to receive the bread only, hold
your palms upward, consume the bread, and cross your arms over your chest when the chalice bearer
approaches. Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion are invited to come to the altar rail to
receive a Blessing, indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest when the priest approaches.

Communion Hymn: #302 Father we thank Thee

We Go Into the World

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Celebrant & People:

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Blessing

Celebrant: Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you; and grant that those
whom you have nourished by your Word and Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy
of repentance; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Recessional Hymn: #538 God of Mercy God of Grace (v. 1-2) Please stand & sing.

Dismissal

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Dwelling in the Word Wednesday Evening
Book Study:

Each Monday during Lent Fr. Chris will
post a video with a passage of
scripture relating to the mission of the
church. Folks are invited to listen to
the passage each week and ask how
God might be calling each of them

during this season of preparation and to reflect on the book
reflection to prepare for the work of | The Return of the Prodigal Son
the risen Lord. by Henri Nouwen.

During Lent, we will gather on
Wednesday evenings @ 7 PM
after Evening Prayer

Passages read by Fr. Chris will be The schedule is as follows:
posted on Facebook on 2/27, 3/6, 3/1: Introduction, pages 1-24
S/ e /S 3/8: The Younger Son, pages 25-58
. 3/15: The Elder Son, pages 59-88
3/22: The Father, pages 89-119
3/29: Conclusion and Reflections,
pages 120-139
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It's never too early! Order your Easter Lilies today!

In Memory of :

Or
In Honor of:

GIVEN BY:
TELPHONE:

Donation to Grace Church Altar Guild attached in the amount of :
(Suggested donation—$15 per lily)

Drop off at the Church office or in the offering plate by Monday, April 3rd to be
included in the Easter Bulletin.

Charity begms 2t home and generally dies from
 lack of outdoor exercise.

218 North 6th Street Muskogee, OK 74401

Phone: (918) 687-5416; Email: Office@GraceMuskogee.org;

Website: www.GraceMuskogee.org; YouTube Channel: Grace Muskogee
Social Media: Facebook.com/GraceMuskogee & Twitter.com/GraceMuskogee
Ministers: All the People of God (BCP p. 855)

Priest in Charge: The Rev. Chris Cole E _'E

Sr. Warden: Alex Wilson 1

Jr. Warden: Audrey Stone el

Deacon Emeritus: The Rev. Thomas A. Harrington E
Grace Episcopal Youth & Children’s Director: Nancy Scott
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