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We Gather 
 
Processional Hymn: #376 Joyful, joyful, we adore thee Please stand & sing as you are able. 
 
Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant: Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People: There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
 

Celebrant: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People: One God and Father of all. 

 
Collect of the Day 
 Please remain standing. 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft 
in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all 
goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

We Hear God’s Word 
 
First Lesson Please be seated. (Sirach 10:12-18) 
 

Reader: A reading from the Book of Sirach. 
 

The beginning of human pride is to forsake the Lord; the heart has withdrawn from its 
Maker. For the beginning of pride is sin, and the one who clings to it pours out     
abominations. Therefore the Lord brings upon them unheard-of calamities, and        
destroys them completely. The Lord overthrows the thrones of rulers, and enthrones 
the lowly in their place. The Lord plucks up the roots of the nations, and plants the 
humble in their place. The Lord lays waste the lands of the nations, and destroys them 
to the foundations of the earth. He removes some of them and destroys them, 
and erases the memory of them from the earth. Pride was not created for human      
beings, or violent anger for those born of women. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 112  Read responsively by whole verse. 

 

Reader: Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord and have great delight in his              
commandments! 

 

People: Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will 
be blessed. 

 

Reader: Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last for ever. 
 

People: Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and full 
of compassion. 

  

Reader: It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice. 
 

People: For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting              
remembrance. 

 

Reader: They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is right; they put their trust in the 
Lord. 
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People: Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire upon 
their enemies. 

 

Reader: They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast for ever; they 
will hold up their head with honor.  

 

People: The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; 
the desires of the wicked will perish. 

  
Second Lesson  (Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16) 

 

Reader: A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 
that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in 
prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as 
though you yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and 
let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 
Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he 
has said, "I will never leave you or forsake you." So we can say with confidence, "The 
Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?" 
 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the      
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever. 
 

Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit 
of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sequence Hymn: #438 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! Please stand as you are able. 
 (v. 1-2 before, v. 3 after Gospel) 
 
Gospel Reading Please remain standing. (Luke 14:1, 7-14) 

 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to 
eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
 

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 
"When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place 
of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 
and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, `Give this person your 
place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are 
invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may 
say to you, `Friend, move up higher'; then you will be honored in the presence of all 
who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those 
who humble themselves will be exalted." 
 

He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, 
do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case 
they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because 
they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 

 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Sermon: Rick Ewing Please be seated. 
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We Pray 
 
Presentation and Examination of the Candidate The candidate is presented by her sponsor. 

 

Celebrant: The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

Sponsor: I present Jonara Ann Jones to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

Celebrant: Do you desire to be baptized? 

Jonara: I do. 

 
Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidate: 
 

Celebrant: Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against 
God? 

Jonara: I renounce them. 
 

Celebrant: Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the       
creatures of God? 

Jonara: I renounce them. 
 

Celebrant: Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Jonara: I renounce them. 
 

Celebrant: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Jonara: I do. 
 

Celebrant: Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Jonara: I do. 
 

Celebrant: Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Jonara: I do. 

 
Celebrant Addresses the Congregation Please stand as you are able. 

 

Celebrant:   Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support Jonara in her life in 
Christ? 

People: We will. 
 

Celebrant:   Let us join with Jonara who is committing herself to Christ and renew our own         
baptismal covenant. 

 
Baptismal Covenant 
  

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father? 
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the  power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and 
in the prayers? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to 
the Lord? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 
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Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 
 
Prayers for the Candidate 
 

Celebrant: Let us now pray for Jonara who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
 
A person appointed leads the following petitions: 
 

Leader: Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: Open her heart to your grace and truth. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: Send her into the world in witness to your love. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
The Celebrant, Candidate, and Sponsor process to the font. 
 

Celebrant: Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may 
live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives 
and reigns now and forever. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving over the Water The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying: 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant: We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in 
Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and 
was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his 
death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin  into everlasting life. 

 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his 
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come 
to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water: 
 

Celebrant: Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who 
here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of  
Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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Baptism 
 
The candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant who then immerses her saying: 
 

Celebrant: Jonara Ann Jones, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
When this action has been completed, the Priest, at a place in full sight of the congregation, prays over 
the candidate, saying: 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have 
bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new 
life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and         
discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, 
and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

 
Then the Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross and  
saying: 
 

Celebrant: Jonara Ann Jones, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as 
Christ's own for ever. Amen. 

 
When all have been baptized the Celebrant says: 
  

Celebrant: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
  

Celebrant & People: We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ 
crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal 
priesthood. 

 
Peace Please stand as you are able. 

 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 
Greet one another in the name of Christ. 
 

Announcements, Birthdays & Anniversary Blessings Please be seated. 

 
Welcome to our guests today. If you are new to Grace for the first time or even if you have been here 
once or twice before, please fill out a visitor card and put it in the plate. We promise not to harass you, but 
we would like to include you on our weekly email broadcasts and other event notifications. Thank you for 
the blessing of your presence today.  

 

Celebrant: O God, the giver of life and love: Look with favor upon those who celebrate this day. 
Grant them joy in your presence, growth in your Spirit, and a share in your eternal  
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Offertory 

 

Celebrant: Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the 
Lord.  

 
During this time we make an offering to the church to help maintain its mission in creation. It is also a time 
in which we fully offer ourselves to be Christ in the world around us. 
 

Offertory Hymn: #325 Let us break bread together on our knees Please remain seated & sing. 
 
Doxology: #380 v. 3 Please stand & sing as you are able. 
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Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer A 

 
Please remain standing. 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds: 
 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
 Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, 
made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. 

 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

 

Sanctus: #S-125 Please sit or kneel after the Sanctus. 
 

Celebrant: 
†  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms 
upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 
whole world. 

 

 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the              
remembrance of me.”

 † † †
 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had     

given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
† † † 

 Therefore we proclaim 
the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant & People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal    
kingdom. 

 

 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever 
AMEN. 

 
Lord’s Prayer  
 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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Celebrant & People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

 
Fraction Anthem: #S-154 
 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
At Grace Episcopal Church, all baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please tell 
the usher if you need communion brought to you at your seat. IF you wish to receive the bread only, hold 
your palms upward, consume the bread, and cross your arms over your chest when the chalice bearer 
approaches. Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion are invited to come to the altar rail to 
receive a Blessing, indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest when the priest approaches. 
 

Communion Hymn: #321 My God, thy table now is spread  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant & People:  
 

 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living       
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 

Celebrant: May the Father from whom every family in earth and heaven receives its name 
strengthen you with his Spirit in your inner being so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
by faith and that, knowing his love, broad and long, deep and high beyond all 
knowledge, you may be filled with all the fullness of God; and the blessing of God    
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 
always. Amen. 

 
Recessional Hymn: #423 Immortal, invisible, God only wise Please stand & sing as you are able. 
 
Dismissal 

 

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People: Thanks be to God. 


